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To All F&P Retirees and  

Beneficiaries: 

 

On June 15, 2010, the Board of 

Trustees of the Fire and Police Em-

ployees Retirement System (F&P) 

voted unanimously to dedicate the 

board room to former Board Vice 

Chairman Retired Fire Pump Oper-

ator Edward C. Heckrotte, Sr.  This newsletter will 

take you inside the board room dedication which 

honored Edôs 42 years of service and his commit-

ment to the men and women of the F&P and their 

families. 

 

This issue will also bring you up to date on legisla-

tion that was signed in May changing the minimum 

benefits paid to certain beneficiaries of retired mem-

ber.   

 

Also, if you are thinking of moving you will need to 

change your address with the F&P. Making sure the 

F&P has your current address is very important and 

this newsletter will help you to understand the 

change of address process. 

  

In addition we will take a closer look at Board Trus-

tee and Baltimore City Comptroller Joan Pratt and 

F&P Accounting Manager David Randall. You will 

also be introduced to my new Executive Assistant 

Dolly Fiorenza. 

 

This past May, Maryland held its Annual Fallen He-

roes Day where three courageous Baltimore Police 

From The Executive Directorõs Desk 

In honor of former Trustee Ed-

ward C. Heckrotte, Sr.ôs 42 year 

legacy of service to the F&P 

members and beneficiaries, the 

Board of Trustees of the F&P 

officially dedicated the board 

room as The Edward C. 

Heckrotte, Sr. Board Room.  

 

Executive Director Thomas Taneyhill officially un-

veiled a wall  plaque at the February 15, 2011, 

Board of Trusteesô meeting. The plaque commemo-

rates the dedication to Mr. Heckrotte. 
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1099-R TAX FORM 

 
IRS 1099-R tax forms were mailed at the end of January 2011. If you need a duplicate Form 1099
-R, please contact the F&P accounting section at 410-497-7929, Option 2. 
 

------------- 
RETIREE MEMBER AND BENEFICIARY STATEMENTS  

 
Retiree member statements and beneficiary statements were mailed during the week of February 
20, 2011. If you have not received your statement, please contact the F&P accounting section at 
410-497-7929, Option 2. 

------------- 

ASK THE F&P 

 
In the newsletters to follow we will answer questions asked by F&P retirees and beneficiaries. If 
there is a particular benefits related question you would like answered, please submit your ques-
tion to the F&P. 
 
 
Email your questions to abaskerville@bcfpers.org. Please place ñAsk the F&Pò in the subject line. 
 
Or 
 
Write:    Ask the F&P  
    Fire and Police Employeesô Retirement System 
             7 East Redwood Street 18

th
 Floor 

     Baltimore, MD 21202  
 

IN THE NEWSééé. 

Officers were honored. We will take a look at that ceremony and pay tribute to the F&P members we re-

cently lost.   

 

Even as we feel sadness for those we lost, we also celebrate the retirements of not only F&P members, but 

the F&P staff too. 

 

Until our fall issue, good health to you all. 

 

Sincerely, 

Tom Taneyhill 

Executive Director 

Directorõs Desk continued from page 1 
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Minimum Benefit for Certain Spouse Beneficiaries 

On May 19, 2011, Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake 
signed Ordinance 11-444, formerly City Council Bill 
10-0603.  This ordinance will take effect in January 
2012, and  provides for a $16,000 minimum annual 
benefit for a spouse beneficiary of a sworn F&P 
member who with less than 20 years of service 
credit retired on account of line-of-duty disability 
prior to August 1, 1996. 
 
A spouse beneficiary of a member who meets the 
above criteria will be eligible for an increase in re-
tirement benefits if the beneficiary meets either of 
the following:  
 
A. The spouse beneficiary is receiving periodic re-
tirement benefits from the F&P  as of December 
31, 2011, in an amount that is less than 
$16,000 annually, $613.70 biweekly; 

 
OR 

 
B. The spouse beneficiary will begin receiving peri-
odic retirement benefits from the F&P due to the 
death of a sworn F&P member on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2012, and the benefit would be less than 
$16,000 annually, $613.70 biweekly.  
    

For a better understanding of what this new ordi-
nance means letôs examine each requirement indi-
vidually.  
 
An example for ñrequirement Aò is: Brian was an 
F&P member who retired in February 1972, on ac-

count of a line-of-duty disability with less than 20 
years of service. Brian died in March 2010 and 
was receiving an annual benefit in the amount of 
$19,351.  Mary, his spouse, is currently receiving 
an annual benefit in the amount of $9,675.  Ordi-
nance 11-444 will increase Maryôs annual benefit 
amount to $16,000. 
 
The spouse beneficiary eligible under ñrequirement 
Aò will receive an increase in her or his biweekly 
retirement benefit effective with the January 20, 
2012, pay date. 
 
An example of ñrequirement Bò is: F&P member 
Helen retired in June 1994 on account of a line-of-
duty disability with less than 20 years of service 
and is receiving an annual benefit in the amount of 
$24,000. If at the time of Helenôs death, Ken, 
Helenôs spouse beneficiary, would be provided an 
annual benefit less than $16,000, Kenôs annual 
benefit amount will increase to $16,000. 
 
The spouse beneficiary eligible under ñrequirement 
Bò will receive the $16,000 minimum benefit imme-
diately upon entry on the F&P retirement payroll 
and receipt of periodic retirement benefits. 
 
If the benefit being paid to the beneficiary is sub-
ject to a domestic relations order, the annual bene-
fit amount prior to assignment of the domestic rela-
tions order will be used to determine whether the 
beneficiary is eligible for the $16,000 minimum an-
nual benefit. 

Denise òDollyó Fiorenza Named Executive Assistant 

Executive Director Tom Taneyhill 
recently announced the appointment 
of Denise ñDollyò Fiorenza as his 
new executive assistant. Dolly re-
places Debbie Lohrmann who re-
tired. 
 
After many years in the private sec-
tor, Dolly joined the F&P three years 
ago as a secretary in the administra-
tion section. More recently Dolly 

held the position of accounting assistant in a dual 

role for administration and accounting. 
 
Dollyôs primary duties include providing adminis-
trative and secretarial support to the executive 
director and the F&P Board of Trustees.  
 
Dolly will act as liaison on behalf of the executive 
director with the members of the F&P Board of 
Trustees, the investment advisor, investment 
managers, the F&Pôs actuary, City officials, mem-
bers of the panel of hearing examiners, and de-
partment heads. 

Dolly Fiorenza 
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Are You Planning To Move? 

The Change of  Address Process 

As a retiree or beneficiary of the F&P you receive 

retirement benefit checks or direct deposit advices, 

newsletters, 1099-R tax forms, widowhood certifi-

cations, and many other important documents 

throughout the year. Therefore, it is important to 

keep your address current with the F&P. 

 

If your address changes you need to complete an 

F&P Change of Address Form and submit it to F&P 

member services section.  

 

An F&P Change of Address Form can be obtained 

by calling the F&P member services section at 410-

497-7929, Option 1 during business hours from 

8:30 am to 4:30 pm and requesting a change of ad-

dress form.  For your convenience a Change of Ad-

dress Form is located on page 5 of this newsletter.  

 

 

The form is also available 24 hours a day on the 

F&P website www.bcfpers.org. Click on the Re-

tirees & Beneficiaries link then proceed to forms.  

All forms must contain your signature to be ac-

cepted by the F&P.  

 

Completed forms can be submitted through the 

U.S. postal mail and via fax.  

 

The F&P should be notified of your change of ad-

dress at least 3 weeks prior to your move. This is 

to assure that your direct deposit advice or your 

retirement benefit check will be mailed at the ap-

propriate time to your correct address. 

 

The F&P does not accept address change requests 

over the phone or via e-mail. 

 

 

Edward C. Heckrotte, Sr. Honored     Dedication continued from page 1 

This Board Room is Dedicated To 
 

Edward C. Heckrotte, Sr. 
 

For 42 years of Service to the Members and  
Beneficiaries of the Fire and Police Employeesô  
Retirement System of the City of Baltimore. 

 
Member of the Board of Trustees 
May 23, 1968 to June 30, 2010 

 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
January 1, 1990 to December 31, 1993 

 
Vice- Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
January 1, 2000 to June 30, 2010 

 
Ed was Dedicated to Protecting the Retirement Ben-

efits of the Men and  
Women Who Protect Baltimore City. 

 
Firefighter ï Humanitarian ï Leader 

In his remarks Ed thanked the Board of Trustees 

for this honor and expressed his sincere apprecia-

tion for the dedication of the board room in his 

name. Joining Mr. Heckrotte at this dedication 

was his wife of 53 years Estelle and their daughter 

Jane.  

Ed Heckrotte addresses the F&P Board of Trustees. 

The plaque dedication reads as follows:  
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ANNUAL FALLEN HEROES DAY  

On Friday May 6, 2011, 

Marylandôs police officers 

and firefighters who died in 

the line of duty this past 

year were honored at the 

26th Annual Fallen Heroes 

Day Ceremony held at 

Dulaney Valley Memorial 

Gardens. 

 

The annual ceremony salutes police officers, cor-

rectional officers, firefighters, emergency medical 

and rescue personnel from all over Maryland who 

risk their lives in the protection of others. Fallen 

Heroes Day is the only statewide ceremony in the 

nation that brings together all segments of the 

public safety community. 

 

The 2011 Fallen Heroes Day ceremony honored 

fallen heroes from all over the state including:  

 

Baltimore Police Officer James E. Fowler, III 

 

Baltimore Police Officer Thomas R. Portz, Jr. 

 

Baltimore Police Officer William H. Torbit, Jr. 

 

Families of the honored officers were given replicas 

of the Fallen Heroes Memorial. 

 

A procession of honor guards began the ceremony 

which also included a 21 gun salute and a flyover to 

honor the fallen. Governor Martin OôMalley, who 

spoke at the ceremony, ordered flags to fly at half 

staff at the State House and all state buildings. 

 

As U.S. Attorney for Maryland Rod Rosenstein said, 

ñIt is not how these officers died that made them he-

roes. It is how they lived.ò 

IN MEMORIAM  

We Will Never Forget Their Service 

The F&P Extends Its Deepest Sympathy to the Family, Friends, and   

Colleagues of  Our Recently Deceased Retirees. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT  

William H. Crispens, Jr. Samuel S. Wilson  

POLICE  DEPARTMENT  

Delmar H. Elza 

John J. McHale, Sr. 

Francis J. Perkowski 

Donoto Pucciarella 

Glenn Smith 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR RECENT RETIREES  

FIRE DEPARTMENT RETIREES  

Chester J. Andrzejewski, Jr. 

Christopher Becker 

Wilbur B. Belt 

Larry L. Bishop, Jr. 

Charlie J. Campbell 

John I. Cole 

Winston P. Collins 

Edward J. Cooper 

Windsor M. Corbin 

James M. Critzman 

Craig R. Cyr 

Andre L. Darden 

John L. Duvall, Jr. 

Jimmie L. Hayes 

Timothy P. Hughes 

Ronald L. Mosteller 

Thomas A. Muth, Sr. 

Steven M. Patrick 

Barry J. Preston, Jr. 

Robert M. Ricks* 

Jerome M. Robusto 

Thomas Rogers* 

John I. Schaeffer, Jr. 

William L. Sheehy 

William L. Stackhouse 

Edward A. Turner 

Robert M. Wagner 

Donald D. Wingler 

 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT RETIREES  

Michael J. Andrew 

Nicholas M. Beccio, Jr. 

Alexis E. Brown 

David L. Brown, Jr. 

Scott L. Bloodsworth 

Stewart A. Carlton 

Michelle Cheatham 

Ernest M. Coppage 

Roxanne D. Cotton 

Carl H. Crenshaw 

Melvin L. Cross 

Clyde S. Day 

Delmar E. Dickson, Jr. 

Ronald W. Fleming, Jr. 

Frank J. Garland 

Stanley Gasque 

Rodney R. Giacomelli 

Robert Gibson, Jr. 

Valerie S. Hargrove 

Tracey E. Harper 

Don W. Helms 

Charles B. Hess, Jr. 

Gregory A. Jenkins 

Robert F. Kreczmer 

Wayne J. Lang 

Avon G. Mackel, Jr. 

Napoleon McLain 

Gloria J. Melvin 

Vincent C. Moore 

Duane C. Murrill 

Medrick E. Norrington 

Kenneth E. Norris 

Patrick J. Nurse 

Mary R. Patterson 

Dana C. Pinnock 

Kenneth Richard 

Danielle R. Riley 

Keith D. Rowe 

James B. Salyers 

Angel Santana 

Wilfredo Santiago-Arce 

Kelvin D. Sewell 

Edward D. Smith 

John D. Smith 

DôArtagnan E. Spencer 

Donna J. Stauffer 

Ronald H. Teufer, Jr. 

Christina L. Thomas-LeBrun 

Sheila T. Thompson 

Steven C. Tilson 

Kevin R. Turner 

Enrique G. Villareal 

Edward L. Wolf 

 

 

 

 

*BWI Marshall Airport 



9 

 

F&P STAFF RETIREMENTS  
 

The Fire and Police Employeesô Retirement System (F&P) recently celebrated the retire-

ments of two staff members who had been with the F&P for many years. 

On April 29, 2011, the F&P said good-bye to 

Deborah Lohrmann.   

 

With over 35 years of service to the City of Balti-

more, Debbie spent the last 8 years of her career 

as Executive Assistant to Tom Taneyhill, Execu-

tive Director of the F&P. Debbie first joined the 

F&P staff as an office clerk and served the F&P in 

many roles over the years.  

 

As Executive Assistant, Debbie prepared the 

agendas and minutes for the Board of Trustees 

meetings. She was also the Directorôs liaison to 

the F&P Board members, City of Baltimore ad-

ministration, F&P investment managers, and con-

sultants.  

 

The F&P thanks Debbie for her years of  dedica-

tion and service. 

 

 

 

Long time F&P employee Milton J. Skopinski, Jr. 

bid farewell to F&P in February after 34 years of 

service with the City of Baltimore.  

 

As Lead Applications Systems Analyst/

Programmer, Milton served as the F&Pôs IT Man-

ager for over 21 years.  

 

Miltonôs responsibilities included the technology 

design and systems support functions for the pro-

duction of critical member information to include 

the annual active member statements and the re-

tired member statements. 

 

The F&P would like to thank Milton for his years 

of hard work and wishes him all the best. 

Executive Assistant Debbie Lohrmann Retires After 37.5 Years of  Service 

IT Manager Milton J. Skopinski, Jr.  Retires 

 

Special Projects Coordinator Roni Stull presents Milton 

Skopinski with a plaque and certificate of thanks for his 

many years of hard work. 


